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money in as short a time as possible he appeared every morning by my bedside with maddening regularity at a very early hour, quietly but persistently calling out, " Sahib, Sahib," until I awoke. He reaped his reward within a few weeks, for as Punjabi has much in common with Hindi it was easy to master for examination purposes. He has apparently not yet forgotten his old pupil, as three years ago I received the following from him :
Pandit Dhanpat Rai (of Rahon), Officers' Punjabi Munshi, sends his most respectful salaams for Christmas Day and his best wishes for a happy new year.
Present address :  Sadar Bazar, Peshawar (India).
A knowledge of oriental languages did not at the time appear to be of much professional use as the regiment was shortly due to go to South Africa, and indeed very few officers in British regiments serving in India took the trouble to study them, with the exception of Hindustani. I had the impression, however, that they might prove useful, and so it turned out, for it was largely owing to my knowledge of them that I was later appointed to the staff.
Before this happened I gained my initial experience of active service. Early in 1891 a punitive expedition under Sir William Elles was sent against certain of the Black Mountain tribes, who had continued to give trouble ever since the fruitless expedition of 1888, and whilst this expedition was in progress some 16,000 Miranzai tribesmen raided the frontier near Kohat, doing considerable damage and getting within two or three miles of that place. To deal with them a mixed brigade of infantry and artillery was ordered to be withdrawn from the Black Mountain and despatched to Kohat as quickly as possible, Sir William Lockhart to be in command.
On the 7th April I was suddenly deputed to go to Hassan Abdal, the railhead of the Black Mountain force, and make the necessary arrangements for railing the Kohat force to Kushalgarh, which was the selected base of the new operations and, at the time, the railway terminus in that direction. The transport animals, mainly mules, and their native drivers gave me a good deal of trouble, especially thosee might call me as earl as he liked for our first lesson, Determined to earn h: and scramble iny, with the result that the fight did  be made prisoner and tried by court-martial.    The puni;
